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The Annenberg Public Policy Center’s project FactCheck.org launched SciCheck in
2015 to monitor distortions of science. Science Editor Jessica McDonald, a trained
scientist with a Ph.D. in immunology, leads a team of journalists who debunk false
and misleading claims about health and science, including climate change.

“If policy is to serve the public good it must be informed by accurate
representations of what science knows,” said Kathleen Hall Jamieson, director of
the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania. “When
leaders misconstrue scientific evidence or spinmasters contort it, SciCheck steps
in to explain what science knows at the time and how it knows it.”

Science Editor Jessica McDonald is a science journalist who joined
FactCheck.org in 2018. She trained as a scientist, receiving her Ph.D. in
immunology from Yale University in 2013. Since leaving academia, she has
interned with Science Friday and worked as a health reporter at WHYY,
Philadelphia’s NPR station. Her work has appeared in Discover magazine,
Science magazine and on the YouTube channel SciShow.

Staff Writer Catalina Jaramillo is a graduate of the Columbia Journalism
School and former Fulbright fellow who has reported, written and produced
stories for radio and news websites in the United States and Latin America.
Prior to joining FactCheck.org in 2021, Catalina worked as a reporter for WHYY
and El Diario/La Prensa in New York City. She also taught Spanish-language
journalism at The Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism at CUNY.

Staff Writer Kate Yandell has worked as a journalist covering the life sciences
since 2012. Prior to joining FactCheck.org in 2023, she was a staff editor for
oncology websites including OBR Oncology, Patient Power and Cancer Today.
Her writing has appeared in the Scientist, Spectrum, Audubon and the New York
Times. She has a journalism degree from New York University’s science
reporting program and a bachelor's in English and biology from Williams College.
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