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We agree that expecting the
U.S. Department of Homeland
Security to report to more than
100 congressional committees,
subcommittees and other groups is:

“The nation is not
as safe as it could
and should be.”6

Congress oversees homeland security
with a tangle of overlapping committees,
leading to political paralysis and making
our nation vulnerable to cyberthreats,
biohazards, and small boats and planes
carrying unknown cargo.

We endorse the recommendation made by
the 9/11 Commission in 2004 and echoed
by the Sunnylands–Aspen Institute Task
Force in 2013.

CONGRESS SHOULD:
Cut the number of committees
overseeing the Department
of Homeland Security and
consolidate primary oversight
under one committee in the
House and one in the Senate
with coordinated jurisdiction.7
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As a result,
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